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Welcome to the first District 1060 Rotary Youth Exchange Newsletter for 2009-10. | would like to start
with a thank you all those who assisted with the Exchanges that ran across 2008-09. Because of your
work, 8 young people have been able to experience our culture and each others and hopefully have man-
aged to take on board the message that “different” is not “wrong”. If we can get this message across to
enough people across the world we can really help to bring about change on our planet. After all, Past RI
President Carl Wilhelm Stenhammer said — “If every 17 year old student went on a Rotary Youth exchange
program there would be no more war in the world.” This is certainly an ambitious target, but is it not simply
one way of heading towards Rotary’s goal of bringing about world peace and international understanding?

The aim of this newsletter is to keep you informed about the status of Rotary Youth Exchange generally
and in District 1060 in particular.

UK Immigration Law

An unfortunate situation developed earlier this year, when a change in UK Immigration Law was imple-
mented in April. The change effectively blocked any application for a Student Visa where the place of study
was not a University or registered fee paying school. So our standard Long Term Youth Exchange pro-
gramme, where students study in state funded secondary schools for up to 12 months, was effectively
closed to anyone outside the European Union. After much lobbying by the RIBI Districts Youth Exchange
Association, a concession has been implemented and, while this does now allow a “non-EU” student to
study in a secondary school, it limits the duration to six months—so we still have a problem. Work is ongo-
ing to attempt to fix this situation when the Immigration Law is updated in January 2010, so it is really a
case of ‘watch this space’....

Long Term Youth Exchange
Anyone who spent any time at all with Amanda Amaral, our last Long Term Exchange
student who returned to Brazil at the end of July, had to agree that she really did fully
embrace the opportunity that Rotary was able to give her last year. For those who were
not aware, Amanda was actually taking part in a pilot scheme that we were able to
work on with District 4310 in Brazil. Historically, Rotary in Brazil has charged a large
fee to allow someone to take part in Youth Exchange. This has made it impossible for
those on a low income to join the programme, regardless of how qualified they might
be, and the scheme was designed to address this by creating a form of ‘scholarship’ or
‘sponsored place’. Needless to say, the pilot was so successful that this year they have
doubled the places and sent two students on it. Next year, the airline they use has
brought free flights into the package and allowed District 4310 to double the numbers

again. Once she returned home, Amanda was interviewed for the press, radio and tele-

vision in her local area, together with one of the future participants, and the Rotary Club
and District Youth Exchange Officers—therefore guaranteeing a steady supply of future
applicants.

If it hadn’t been for the change in the Visa situation, we would have had another Long
Term student from Brazil now. Ana Luisa Ferreira e Silva will probably be joining us
from District 4480 a year later than planned now. When Ana Luisa does eventually ar-
rive, she will be hosted by the Rotary Club of Bewdley.

Christmas Exchange
During the 2008 Christmas and New Year period, we ran a very successful Youth Exchange ‘Camp’ where
two girls came over from Children’s Homes in the Czech Republic courtesy of the ‘Nejsi Sam’ charity there.
The recession has hit ‘Nejsi Sam’ and its work, but the founder is now working directly with us and we are
hoping to do something similar again this year. If you would like to help, please do get in touch.



Joined up Rotary?

Have you ever found some Rotary programmes to be rigid and in-

flexible? The term ‘Joined up Rotary’ seemed to spring up a few

years ago in an attempt to get people to ‘think outside the box'. This

is certainly possible with the New Generations Exchange pro-

gramme. In the individual version, it can be simply seen as International Work Experience. Last year, we had
Ai Itano from Japan, spending time at a local IT Company, while also having a chance to explore something
of the rest of the country during her three weeks here, allowing her hosts to carry out some Vocational Ser-
vice as well as taking part in Youth Exchange.

This year, we have two young ladies heading off to allow Rotarians in other Districts
to help them by practicing their Vocations.

Sophie Allan (left) from Bewdley is going to Brazil to gain some experience working
y in a Veterinary College, as well as with local practising Vets. Lauren Wright, also

& from Bewdley, is going to South Africa to work in a children’s home. We wish both
'r. Sophie and Lauren well and hope that they also get time off to explore their respec-
%5 tive host countries.

Adding Rotaract to the mix
An alternative form of the New Generations Exchange is for groups and
functions a little like a ‘Junior Group Study Exchange’. In April 2010 we will
have our first experience of this scheme, when we have a team coming in
from the Rotaract Club of Klaipeda in Lithuania. Klaipeda is the third largest
city in Lithuania and its only port. The group of up to six will be here between
Easter and the RIBI Conference (16th-18th April). During that time, they will
be taking part in a group trip, courtesy of a Landmark Trust property, for a
few days and will be home hosted in the District for the rest of the time. The
idea will be to carry out a mixture of vocational and cultural visits, as well as attending some Rotary meetings
and of course the RIBI Conference itself in Bournemouth.
The Rotary Clubs of Arbury and Solihull St Alphege have already shown an interest in having members of
the team present at their meetings. If you or your Club would like to help out, there are a few ways you can
do this. First, by hosting one or two or the team while they are in the District. This would only be for a couple
of weeks and could be shared between members of your Club, making it an ideal opportunity to get involved
with hosting without having to commit to several months. Second, you could provide some sponsorship to
help with the costs of running the scheme. This could be as simple as donating some Tesco vouchers, as we
can convert these into tickets to cover the cost of attractions we may take the group to. Third, you or your
Club could host the group for a day or half a day—ijust like you might already do when we have a GSE team
in the District.
This is very much a pilot, but having met several of the Club members, | know we will be starting with an ex-
cellent team.

Youth Exchange in the Heart of England

Working with the Rotary Youth Exchange programmes can be an amazing experience and certainly one that
is truly 'international’ in nature. If you would like to help with the organisation of Youth Exchange within Dis-
trict 1060, then please do get in touch. To make the most of the opportunities that are available to young
people in our District and overseas, we need to build up a committee and really get the programme going
again.

For the latest details of what is happening with Rotary Youth Exchange in District 1060 “The Heart of Eng-
land”, take a look at http://rye1060.org.uk , where you can also find our procedures.

International Speakers

While we will only have exchange students in the District for a limited time this year,
we do still have another group of ‘international students’ available to speak to your
Club in the form of our Ambassadorial Scholars. To see their details, simply pay a visit
to the website at http://rotary1060.0rg.uk/scholars
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