
Welcome  to the District 1060 Rotary Youth Exchange Newsletter for November 2009 (Yes, 
I am going to try to keep this monthly from now on). I would like to thank the one person who 
answered the appeal for assistance with running Rotary Youth Exchange across District 
1060. If there is anyone else out there who may be interested, please do get in touch.  
 
A big thank you is also due to all those who have shown an interest in our New Generations 
Group from Lithuania. It seems that one Club in the District does actually have a link with the 
Rotary Club of Klaipeda, which is a wonderful coincidence! 
 
 
UK Immigration Law  
Last month I informed you about the current situation with UK Immigration Law, which has 
brought our Long Term Youth Exchange programme to a halt. Unfortunately, the latest news 
is that the DCSF (Government Department that deals with schools) seems to be quoting the 
UK Borders Agency’s maximum term for a ’visitor’ of six months, which is not great. Further 
communications with both the DCSF and UKBA are ongoing and we are still hopeful that this 
can be fixed. This work certainly confirms that it isn’t just Rotary that loves acronyms! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Exchange 
We are expecting to hear from our contact in the Czech Republic any day now and are still 
planning on providing a very different Christmas for two residents of children’s homes in that 
country. Last year we started with a few nights in Alton Station (restored by the Landmark 
Trust) and this year’s version will kick off with two nights in Tower Hill in St Davids, South 
Wales. The rest of the time will be local in the District. The children are likely to be here be-
tween the 19th December and 3rd January and if you would like to help, please do get in 
touch. 
 
Camps & Tours 
Rotary Youth Exchange Camps & Tours are a wonderful way to give someone an incredible 
experience that doesn’t take very much organising and also doesn’t require and hosting. 
Over a hundred different Camps/Tours are run in other Districts around the world and the 
majority of the invitations from these events to the UK are not taken up. This means that a 
local candidate may well get their first choice, as long as they apply early enough. 
The offers are already coming in, so just take a look at the RIBI Youth Exchange website 
http://youthribi.org/camps-and-tours-current-camps- and-tours.asp to see what is avail-
able and make sure that any potential participants are aware of this scheme. 



Our Outbound Students 
Our two current outbound students, Sophie Allan (left) and Lauren 
Wright, are doing very well. Both are sponsored by the Rotary Club of 
Bewdley and both are on individual New Generations Exchanges. 
Sophie has been in Brazil for several weeks now and has been able to 
join around 60 Long Term Exchange students on one of their trips, as 
well as attending the Veterinary College there. Lauren arrived safely in 
South Africa and has started working at the Children’s Home there. To 
find out more about where Lauren is working, you can visit their web-

site at http://www.botshabelo.co.za/ . 
 
The Rotaract Club of Klaipeda 
Our latest innovation, a Group New Generations Exchange from Klaipeda, Lithuania, seems to 
have caught people’s imagination. I would very much like to thank the Rotary Clubs of Solihull 

St Alphege, Arbury, Coventry North and 
Kenilworth for their early involvement and 
it was great to hear that Edgbaston Ro-
tary Club already have a link with the City 
of Klaipeda. The team will be here from 
the 3rd to the 20th April and will begin 
their programme with a six day trip to 

Scotland, which should include a couple of nights around Edinburgh hosted by Rotary District 
1020. Some or all of the team will be appearing at Rotary meetings on the Monday and Thurs-
day evenings and we are hoping (or perhaps that should be “hopping” - this will become clear 
next month) to have a great send off for them on the evening of Monday 19th April. 
 
At the moment, there are a couple of places available on the Scotland 
trip. It you are interested in coming along, just let me know. This will 
run from the 5th to the 11th April, with the bulk of the nights being 
spent at Saddell House, which is located in Kintyre. 
 
 
Youth Exchange in the Heart of England 
Working with the Rotary Youth Exchange programmes can be an amazing experience and 
certainly one that is truly ’international’ in nature. If you would like to help with the organisation 
of Youth Exchange within District 1060, then please do get in touch. To make the most of the 
opportunities that are available to young people in our District and overseas, we need to build 
up a committee and really get the programme going again. 
 
For the latest details of what is happening with Rotary Youth Exchange in District 1060 “The 
Heart of England”, take a look at http://rye1060.org.uk , where you can also find our proce-
dures. 
 
International Speakers 
While we will only have exchange students in the District for a limited time this 
year, we do still have another group of ‘international students’ available to 
speak to your Club in the form of our Ambassadorial Scholars. To see their de-
tails, simply pay a visit to the website at http://rotary1060.org.uk/scholars .  
I do promise that Asca will not be dressed like this when she visits your Club! 
 
 
Paul Beedham              paul@beedham.me.uk 
District 1060 Youth Exchange Officer         01926- 356104 


