
“The world is a book, and those who do not travel, read only a page”. This famous quote is attributed to Saint 
Augustine of Hippo who was born in the 4th Century AD. While it is certainly a great statement, it would be interesting to 
know what variation Augustine would have come up with had he encountered the Rotary Youth Exchange programme a few 
hundred years later. Perhaps something like “The world is a book and my eyes have been opened t o many of its chap-
ters through the experience of hosting people from a multitude of countries” . You see that with an involvement in 
programmes such as Youth Exchange, Group Study Exchange and the Ambassadorial Scholarships, it is actually possible 
to experience a wide variety of cultures without leaving your home area. In fact, it is amazing how much you tend to learn 
about your own culture when trying to answer questions about it from our overseas visitors! 
For those who are tempted to volunteer as hosts, but are a little unsure about looking after someone with a different culture 
and native language, just remember that a smile can cut through these barriers. In the words of Paul Harris “Smiles cost 
nothing, but they illuminate life’s pathway wonderf ully”.  

 
Klaipeda Rotaract is coming…  
Welcome to the March edition of the District 1060 Rotary Youth Exchange newsletter. This time I am going to start with the 
New Generations Exchange Team who will be arriving in just a few weeks. While most elements of the 17 day programme 
are now in place, we could still do with one more host so that we can work with three groups of two. So that you can see 
what is involved, the full programme is shown here. 

Date Host 1 Host 2 Host 3 

Sat 3/4—Day Arrive at Stansted airport at 13:00. Orientation + Transport to hosts. 

Sat 3/4—Evening    

Sun 4/4    

Mon 5/4 Depart for Scotland and stay overnight in Glasgow 

Tue 6/4 Free time in Glasgow, then travel to Saddell House, Kintyre 

Wed 7/4 Day in vicinity of Saddell House 

Thu 8/4 Day for exploring rest of Kintyre peninsular 

Fri 9/4 Leave Saddell House. Hosted in afternoon/evening in Kilsyth and stay nearby 

Sat 10/4 Return to hosts in District 1060 

Sun 11/4    

Mon 12/4—Day 

Mon 12/4—Evening Team (4) talk at Solihull St Alphege Rotary Club  Visit Kenilworth Rotary Club  

Tue 13/4—Day Visit Bedworth Rotary Club    

Wed 14/4—Evening LifeChurch Connect Group   

Thu 15/4—Day Visit to Nicholas Chamberlaine Technical College 

Thu 15/4—Evening Team (6?) talk at Arbury Rotary Club  

Fri 16/4 Group travel to Bournemouth for RIBI Conference 

Sat 17/4 RIBI Conference 

Sun 18/4—Day RIBI Conference + travel back to hosts in District 1060 

Sun 18/4—Evening    

Mon 19/4—Day    

Mon 19/4—Evening “Farewell Frog Race ” event at Bedworth Ex-Servicemen’s Club + Depart for airport 

Tue 20/4 Flight from Stansted airport at 06:05 

Group visit to Ricoh Arena, Coventry Rotary Club + tour with Lord Mayor of Coventry 

Tue 13/4—Evening    

Wed 14/4—Day    



The main time where the team will be staying with their host families is high-
lighted in blue. As you can see, there is plenty of free time available, although 
there are a couple of group options available subject to the preferences of the 
hosts and the team itself. 
The opportunities to meet the team are highlighted in bold text. 
 
A Fun, Fundraising, Farewell—Monday 19th April  
There is a final opportunity to see Dagne, Kristina, Gintautas, Neringa, Rima 
and Sandra and have a thoroughly enjoyable evening at their “Farewell Frog 
Race” at the Ex-Serviceman’s Club in Bedworth on Monday the 19th April. 
This has a 19:00 kick off and will be based around an evening of Frog Racing 
(wooden ones—in case you are worried about animal cruelty here) and  a 
fish and chip supper. The cost is just £7. It will literally be the “Farewell” to the team as their return flight is at 06:05 from Stan-
sted the next morning and they will be leaving directly from the event. If you are not able to see them at any other time, please 
add 19th April to your diary for this final opportunity to meet what is promising to be a wonderful group of ambassadors for 
their country. 
 

Camps & Tours 
The stream of invitations for Rotary Youth Exchange Camps & Tours is pretty much at full strength now, with nine invitations 
appearing on the same day earlier this week. There are now Camps & Tours on offer from 20 different countries. The up to 

date list can be seen by visiting the website at  http://youthribi.org/camps-and-tours-current-camps-
and-tours.asp . The selection currently available includes Camps based around sports such 
as tennis, activities such as sailing and hobbies such as photography, as well as Tours 
around some amazing parts of the world. Countries available include Italy, Spain, Turkey, 
Switzerland and the USA among others. Worthy of note is the fact that the list now includes 
at least two “Handicamps” that are designed to cater for the physically disabled. 
Almost all the Camps are held using English as the official language and the majority do not 
charge a fee—which means the participant simply has to cover the return flight, insurance 
and spending money. This is an incredible opportunity for a young person to spend two or 
three weeks with a number of people from many different countries, all sharing a tremendous experience—
while also learning about the cultural similarities and differences that exist between them. 
If you know someone who may be interested in something like this please do tell them about it. And encour-
age them to apply. Other than making sure they would be a suitable candidate and completing a little paper-
work, there is no cost to Rotary for the Outbound Camps & Tours, which has to be a good thing. 
 

Rotary International Certification Requirements 
Rotary International introduced “Certification” for Youth Exchange a few years ago now and its requirements need to be fol-
lowed for all projects or programmes involving hosting of international students. A set of procedures is available on the District 
Youth Exchange website http://rye1060.org.uk . The idea is not to prevent projects in this sort of area, but to provide check-
lists and forms to gather the right sort of information and to make it relatively straightforward to “stick to the rules”. At some 
point, we will be audited on our compliance here, so please do make sure you get in touch if you are at all unsure about what 
is required. 
 

UK Immigration Law  
If anything, we have received even stronger confirmation that the concession that allowed our Long Term Exchange students 
to attend a state school will not be reintroduced in the foreseeable future, if at all. This means our Long Term Exchange pro-
gramme is now limited to the European Union, or requires funding for private education. Thank you to those who have tried to 
help with this situation. It is worth pointing out that since we cannot host Long Term Students from outside the EU, we cannot 
send our Students to those countries either since the programme is reciprocal. If you would like to help, please do write to 
your local MP. Sample wording to assist with this is available to download from the District Youth Exchange website 
http://rye1060.org.uk/downloads.php . 
 

Youth Exchange in the Heart of England 
For the latest details of what is happening with Rotary Youth Exchange in District 1060 “The Heart of England”, take a look at 
http://rye1060.org.uk  or connect with us by becoming a fan of “Rotary Youth Exchange in the Heart of England” on Face-
book or by following “rye1060” on Twitter. If this last part doesn’t mean a lot to you don’t worry, it will mean something to the 
“market” we need to work with here. 
 

International Speakers 
While we will only have exchange students in the District for a limited time this year, we do still have another group of 
‘international students’ available to speak to your Club in the form of our Ambassadorial Scholars. Ryoko Abe and Asca Tsu-
shima, both from Japan and studying at Birmingham and Warwick Universities respectively, are keen to meet with and talk to 
your Rotary Club. Visit the website at http://rotary1060.org.uk/scholars  to find out 
more. 
 
Paul Beedham              
District 1060 Youth Exchange Officer 
01926-356104 
paul@beedham.me.uk 


