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Happy New Year and welcome to the January 2010 District 1060 Rotary Youth Exchange
Newsletter. Have you ever wondered if Rotary’s core objective of world peace and international un-
derstanding is actually achievable? Well, if we could get more young people onto Rotary’s exchange
schemes, we can certainly encourage them to appreciate the differences and similarities between
cultures. This may well be enough to put them on the right path, who knows....

Christmas “Camp”

Thanks to a joint effort between Rotarians in District 1060
and two ex-members of the “Nejsi Sam” charity in the
Czech Republic, we were able to give two young ladies an -
unforgettable experience across the Christmas week.

Hana and Niki arrived at Birmingham Airport on the 18th
December. Their first event was the Christmas Breakfast
run by the Rotary Club of Coventry Breakfast. Niki wasn't
too bothered about the early start when she remembered
the “Full English” breakfast that she had enjoyed on a pre-
vious visit! Both girls enjoyed the event, although they were
a little puzzled at the auction run by Terry “Elvis” Lewins.

A special welcome event followed on the Saturday night
which was attended by local Rotarians, the Inner Wheel District
Chairman and half the outbound GSE team. After attending a
Carol Service at Bedworth’s LifeChurch to set the scene, we all
headed over to St Davids on the Welsh Coast, together with
Ambassadorial Scholars Asca and Maiko from Japan. The
three day trip worked very well, missing the worst of the snow
and allowing a visit to the beach—an exciting experience for
people from a landlocked country like the Czech Republic.
Once back home, Lorna and | were given the opportunity to spend Christmas with Hana and Niki. A
number of presents were exchanged in all directions and we were certainly grateful for the support
provided by the Rotary Club of Coventry Breakfast and Inner Wheel District Chairman Chrissy. After
a period of shopping on Boxing Day, the girls and | were able to take up the kind invitation from
Patricia Winstanley, wife of Coventry Rotarian Brian, who had asked us all round to meet their family
and spend some time attempting to work through an amazing quantity of food!

On Sunday 27th December, Hana and Niki caught their flight back to Prague after a relatively short,
but thoroughly worthwhile visit to the UK. A big thank you to everyone who was involved in providing
this experience for them.

Vocational Exchange?

A quick reminder that we are looking for possible “work experience” placements for young people
aged between 18 and 25 as part of the New Generations Exchange programme. If you have a suit-
able possibility, please do get in touch.

UK Immigration Law

The Long Term Exchange programme is now restricted to countries within the EU as the changes to
the UK Student Visa rules that were made in April 2009 failed to include state school courses of more
than 6 months. The bad news is that the revisions promised this month will not change this. If you
would like to help to address this disturbing situation, please do write to your local MP. Sample word-
ing to assist with this is available to download from the District Youth Exchange website
http://rye1060.0rg.uk/downloads.php




Klaipeda Rotaract is coming...

On Easter Saturday Dagne, Kristina, Gintautas,
Neringa, Rima and Sandra will arrive at 13:00 at
Stansted Airport. They are all members of the
Rotaract Club of Klaipeda in Lituania and will be
here on a Team New Generations Exchange.
This can be viewed as a sort of junior version of )
the Group Study Exchange, although we are try- . ;

ing to avoid making the programme too intense April / Balandis M’“""
for them! 2010

The plan does currently include two major trips

(Scotland from the 5th to the 11th April and Bournemouth for the RIBI Conference from the 16th to the
18th April). This means that the need for hosting within the District is across three sets of dates :

3rd to the 5th April (2 nights), 11th to the 16th April (5 nights) and 18th April (1 night).

If you would like to assist with the hosting, or your Club (or Youth Exchange / Youth Opportunities
Group) would like to help with sponsorship of the team, then please do get in contact.

There are currently three ideal opportunities to meet some or all of the team. These are :

Monday 12th April at the Rotary Club of Solihull St Alphege, Thursday 15th April at the Rotary Club of
Arbury and Monday 19th April at their farewell “Frog Race” event. As they have a flight back from Stan-
sted at 06:05 on the 20th April, the team will be leaving immediately after the farewell event to stay
near the airport.

Please do what you can to support what should be a great experience for a wonderful group of young
people and for all those who are able to spend some time with them.

Camps & Tours

More invitations for Rotary Youth Exchange Camps & Tours are being received all the time now. Keep
visiting http://youthribi.org/camps-and-tours-current-camps- and-tours.asp _to see the current of-
fers that are available. As | went to press this month, an invitation to

the “Enjoy Saxony” Camp run in July by the Rotary Club of Freital,

Germany had been received (see right for the group photo from the

2009 Camp). The Cremona Music Camp in Italy has now been joined

by a similar Camp in San Diego, California. Please do make the

young people in your area aware of these amazing opportunities to

mix with people of their own age from different countries, but with a

common experience to bring them together—remembering of course

that your own children or grandchildren are not excluded from taking

part.

Plans for the future...??
Are you putting together plans for future projects for your Club? If you would like to get your Club in-
volved in some aspect of Rotary Youth Exchange, please do get in touch to discuss the possibilities.

Youth Exchange in the Heart of England
For the latest details of what is happening with Rotary Youth Exchange in District 1060 “The Heart of
England”, take a look at http://rye1060.0rg.uk

International Speakers

While we will only have exchange students in the District for a limited time this year, we do still have
another group of ‘international students’ available to speak to your Club in the form of our Ambassado-
rial Scholars. Ryoko Abe and Asca Tsushima, both from Japan and studying at Birmingham and War-
wick Universities respectively, are keen to meet with and talk to your Rotary Club. Visit the website at
http://rotary1060.0rg.uk/scholars _ to find out more.

Paul Beedham

District 1060 Youth Exchange Officer
01926-356104
paul@beedham.me.uk



