
Welcome to the February 2010 District 1060 Rotary Youth Exchange Newsletter. This month, I am going to 
start with a quote from The New Global Student, a book by Maya Frost that was published in 2009. After going 
through several possible ‘suppliers’ of Exchange programmes, Maya says 
“There are many other organizations creating wonderful exchange opportunities for students, but I’m going to 
focus on only one. I have my own personal reasons for recommending it, but even if I didn’t, I’d pick Rotary 
International  (www.rotary.org) over all others, hands down.” 
Maya then goes on to justify this statement. To quote just one of her reasons here 
“Rotary International is committed to humanitarian work on both a local and a global scale. Thanks to Rotary 
and its partners, two billion children have been immunized against polio, five million have been spared disabil-
ity, and more than 250,000 deaths from polio have been prevented. Through Rotary programs, hundreds of 
thousands of committed individuals from around the world are studying conflict resolution, earning scholarships 
for international study, travelling on cultural exchanges, and helping their communities through service projects 
of all kinds.” 
Many Rotarians often comment on the lack of recognition, or at least publicity, that Rotary receives for the work 
it carries out. Here we have an independent author highlighting Rotary’s major efforts in a very clear way. How-
ever, there is a difficulty here. It is wonderful that Rotary’s Youth Exchange programme is getting such a strong 
recommendation in a key publication, but potential participants in our programmes from around the world will 
generally find that our area is not available to them as a choice of destination. 
I am always mindful of the expression “an Englishman’s home is his castle” and I would certainly admit that 
‘lowering the drawbridge’ to allow a complete stranger to live in our house was difficult the first time. Still, after 
hosting a large number of exchange students and many people from other Rotary programmes, I have to say 
that it is a decision I will always be very happy about. It has given me the opportunity to see my own country 
and culture through the eyes of others, as well as learning about a few of the many other cultures around the 
world. 
If you have ever considered ‘letting your drawbridge down’ in this way, then please do give it some serious 
thought and get in touch if you would like to pursue it further. There are many possibilities available of varying 
durations, so there is no need to commit to several months when a few days can make a big difference to 
someone. 
 
Camps & Tours 
The invitations for Rotary Youth Exchange Camps & Tours across the Spring / Summer of 2010 
are coming in fast now, with several being received each week. The up to date list can be seen by 
visiting the website at  http://youthribi.org/camps-and-tours-current-camps- and-tours.asp . 
The selection currently available includes Camps based around sports such as tennis, activities 
such as sailing and hobbies such as photography, as well as Tours around some amazing parts of the world. 
Countries available include Italy, Spain, Turkey, Switzerland and the USA among others. Almost all the Camps 
are held using English as the official language and the majority do not charge a fee—which means the partici-
pant simply has to cover the return flight, insurance and spending money. This is an incredible opportunity for a 
young person to spend two or three weeks with a number of people from many different countries, all sharing a 
tremendous experience—while also learning about the cultural similarities and differences that 
exist between them. 
If you know someone who may be interested in something like this please do tell them about it. 
And encourage them to apply. Other than making sure they would be a suitable candidate and 
completing a little paperwork, there is no cost to Rotary for the Outbound Camps & Tours, which 
has to be a good thing. 
 

UK Immigration Law  
We have now had confirmation from various government officials that the temporary measure that was put in 
place a few months ago to allow exchange students to obtain a student visa for attending state schools for up 
to six months, has been made permanent. This is practically useless when the school attendance for our ex-
change students would be an academic year. This means our Long Term Exchange is now limited to the Euro-
pean Union. If you would like to help to address this disturbing situation, please do write to your local MP. Sam-
ple wording to assist with this is available to download from the District Youth Exchange website 
http://rye1060.org.uk/downloads.php . 



Klaipeda Rotaract is coming... 
Everything is falling into place for the Easter Saturday arrival 
of our New Generations Exchange Team from the Rotaract 
Club of Klaipeda in Lithuania. Dagne, Kristina, Gintautas, Ner-
inga, Rima and Sandra will arrive at 13:00 at Stansted Airport.  
A excellent programme, with plenty of variety, has been put 
together for the team and I am very grateful for those who 
have volunteered their time to assist with this. I would like to 
single out David Butler of the Coventry North Rotary Club 
though, who volunteered his services immediately after the 
announcement at the District Conference and has even man-
aged to get the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Coventry to 
give a personal tour for the team! 
A recent piece of very good news was that we now have a day where the team will be able to experience the his-
tory around the Antonine Wall in Southern Scotland. This comes at the end of our Scotland Trip, which now com-
pletes a day earlier than originally published, and is being organised by Catherine Martin of the Kilsyth Rotary 
Club in District 1020.  
 
Hosting  
I am very grateful to Philip Southwell, President of the Kenilworth Rotary Club, and his wife Joy, who are probably 
the most active hosts in the District and didn’t hesitate to offer their assistance this time. We could do with one or 
two more hosts though, so if you would like to open up your home to one or two of these young people (all in their 
20s), then please do let me know. There are nine nights involved and this can be split between different hosts if 
necessary—possibly making it suitable for two or three members of the same Club to come together and host the 
same team members? The three sets of dates are listed below and have the Scotland and Bournemouth trips 
filling the gaps in between. 
3rd to the 5th April (2 nights) 
10th to the 16th April (6 nights) 
18th April (1 night). 
 
Opportunities to meet the Team  
The team are in the UK for just 17 days with around half that in our immediate area. However, there are several 
opportunities to see the team in person with the most straightforward being their visits to various Rotary Clubs. 
Monday 12th April (lunchtime) : Coventry Rotary (6) 
Monday 12th April (evening) : Kenilworth Rotary (2) / Solihull St Alphege Rotary (4) 
Thursday 15th April (evening) : Arbury Rotary (2+) 
 
A Fun, Fundraising, Farewell—Monday 19th April  
There is a final opportunity to see the team and have a thoroughly enjoyable evening at their “Farewell Frog 
Race” at the Ex-Serviceman’s Club in Bedworth on Monday the 19th April. This has a 19:00 for 19:30 kick off and 
will be based around an evening of Frog Racing (wooden ones—in case you are worried about animal cruelty 
here) and a buffet meal. It will literally be the “Farewell” to the team as their return flight is at 06:05 from Stansted 
the next morning and they will be leaving directly from the event. If you are not able to see them at any other 
time, please add 19th April to your diary for this final opportunity to meet what is promising to be a wonderful 
group of ambassadors for their country. 
 
Youth Exchange in the Heart of England 
For the latest details of what is happening with Rotary Youth Exchange in District 1060 “The Heart of England”, 
take a look at http://rye1060.org.uk  or connect with us by becoming a fan of “Rotary Youth Exchange in the 
Heart of England” on Facebook or by following “rye1060” on Twitter. If this last part doesn’t mean a lot to you 
don’t worry, it will mean something to the “market” we need to work with here. 
 
International Speakers 
While we will only have exchange students in the District for a limited time this year, we do still have another 
group of ‘international students’ available to speak to your Club in the form of our Ambassadorial Scholars. Ryoko 
Abe and Asca Tsushima, both from Japan and studying at Birmingham and Warwick Universities respectively, 
are keen to meet with and talk to your Rotary Club. Visit the website at http://rotary1060.org.uk/scholars  to find 
out more. 
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