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Welcome to the latest update on the status of the various schemes under the banner of
“Rotary Youth Exchange” in District 1060 — “The Heart of England”.

,_,3"7 Our 2009 summer trip is based around “Gargunnock House”, a
Scottish Country Villa near Stirling. This is a Landmark Trust self
catering property which takes 16 people in total. Its location allows us
to visit places like Loch Lomond, the wonderful local scenery and
Stirling itself. By adding on a day either side in budget hotels, we will
also be including areas such as Glasgow and Loch Ness.

Each place on the trip costs £260, which is inclusive of accommodation, catering, transport and most admission fees, etc.
We have to thank the Rotary Clubs of Solihull St Alphege, Kenilworth, Leamington Spa Regency and the Godiva Youth
Exchange Group for their sponsorship, which has enabled us to offer six places to new overseas participants. So far, we
have attendees signed up from Germany, Taiwan and from a children’s home in the Czech Republic, courtesy of the “Njesi
Sam - You are not alone!” NGO who are funding their travel and insurance.

As well as sponsoring a place, there is an opportunity to host one or more of the inbound participants while they are within
our District. If you wanted to get involved with Youth Exchange, but had been a little put off by the need to find hosts for
several months, this may well be a chance for you to host for a short time instead.

The summer trip itself runs from the 25th to the 30th May 2009. The participants will be expected to arrive on or around the
24th May and depart up to a week after the trip ends — by the 7th June. On the 6th June, we have a special Farewell Rotary
Breakfast. This is a great opportunity to meet all the participants before they leave for their respective countries, so watch
out for the details of this event.

With the help of the Rotary Club of Solihull St Alphege, we are continuing the tradition of a “roadshow” at their meeting on
the evening of the 1% June, immediately following the trip itself.

Rotary Youth Exchange Camps & Tours can be a great way to give a young person the opportunity to experience other
cultures — both of the country hosting the Camp/Tour and of the other participants. They are great value for money as the
standard practice is for the District or area hosting the Camp to cover the costs, so that generally the participant only has to
pay for travel, insurance and their own spending money.

The offers are now building up on http://youthribi.org/campstours/camps2009/, so it is well worth paying that website a visit
to see what is available. Each Camp has a different focus, with many variations available and many different interests
covered. With a relatively low take up in this part of the world, any potential candidate you have is likely to get their first or
second choice, so do think carefully about making use of this aspect of Rotary.

As a fine example of “joined up Rotary”, we were able to create a follow on from our
“Wortham Manor 2008” summer Camp, link up with Nejsi Sam again and support an
international extension of the Dictionaries 4 Life scheme...

Hana and Niki joined us for Christmas and New Year and were able to take a batch of
the Usborne lllustrated Dictionaries back with them for use in an English course run in
one of the Czech children’s homes supported by Nejsi Sam. We plan to run
something similar for Christmas 2009, so do get in touch if you would like to be
involved or simply have an idea along similar lines that you would like to explore.




A new business card is available to promote the Rotary Youth Exchange programmes
within District 1060. They are designed to be given away to those in the Youth
Exchange age range (15-25) and could easily be used in conjunction with other
school based projects, such as Rotary Youth Speaks, the Young Persons Award for
Design and Innovation or Rotary Young Chef. Please contact the District Youth
Exchange Officer for a supply of the cards.

Amanda Amaral will return to Brazil on the 30th July 2009 after fulfilling
her dream of spending a year on an Exchange in England. This was made
possible by a scholarship setup in her District 4310 in Brazil — a country
known for charging substantial fees for Youth Exchange participants. In
Amanda’s case, they not only waived the fee, but the scholarship covered
her travel and insurance costs.

Amanda has been attending Blue Coat School in Coventry and has
certainly impressed her teachers. She has had a similar effect on all those
that have been able to spend any time with her and particularly on the
many Rotary Clubs that have had her along as a speaker.

Suffice it to say that the scheme has been such a success that District
4310 are repeating it this year. We certainly need to open up this
opportunity for more people like Amanda!

If your Club, or a group of Clubs in your area would like to consider hosting a Long Term Student, please do get in touch.

The New Generations Exchange is really a flavour of the Short Term
Exchange that is aimed at older students (generally 19 to 25). The most
popular version of this is effectively international work experience and there
have been a number of successes based on this. Ai Itano from Japan, came
to our District in August 2008 and can be seen (left) holding the first of a
batch of English scones that she made on her return home. Her work
experience was actually in the IT Industry!

Sophie Allan (right) and Cressida Woodcock should be travelling to Brazil and Belgium respectively later in

2009. Sophie will be gaining experience to help in her career as a vet, while Cressida will be preparing for her degree in
Modern Languages. If you think you may be able to provide a work experience opportunity to an overseas student, or you
have a suitable candidate to go overseas, then please do get in contact and we can see what may be possible.

Rotary Youth Exchange has had a major overhaul over the last few years — largely based around the formalising of
processes, procedures and rules. The latest version of the RIBI Protection Policy, together with the formation of the “RIBI
Districts Youth Exchange Association” allows our District to gain a certified status. If we don’t comply with the requirements,
we will have this status withdrawn and we will be prevented from arranging any new Exchanges.

One key area here is what are often termed “Club to Club” Exchanges. These are no longer allowed by Rotary International.
If your Club arranges anything they call “Rotary Youth Exchange”, please do make sure that the appropriate application
forms are used and that copies are sent to the District Youth Exchange Officer. Little more than that should be required to
allow these worthwhile programmes to continue to operate.
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